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Call to Order
James Freeman, chair, called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. and a quorum was
established.

Invocation
Tom Harrison provided the invocation.

Approval of Minutes
The 2019 Fall Leadership Council meeting minutes were accepted as presented.

Chair’s/CEO Report
Boyd Search, CEO and Mr. Freeman were highlighted as speakers.

Mr. Freeman acknowledged the difficult time we are in and how people have been learning
new technology. GSCPA has producing videos and CPE to meet the needs of members.

Mr. Freeman then discussed the state of Annual Convention. Last week the Maine Governor
issued an order “Restarting Maine’s Economy”. It is a 3 stage process. Under stage 2, which
begins in June, restaurants will be able to open and lodging will open as well. However, in
stage 2 the lodging is open to Maine residents only. Stage 3 begins in July-August, and lodging
will then be open to Maine visitors. The order does not state when in these months the stages
will begin it only implies that it is sometime in that time period. So, given these circumstances,
GSCPA Annual Convention cannot be held based on the Governor of Maine’s order.

Next, Mr. Freeman gave an update on Filing for Freedom. The program was held in both
February and March. The April dates had to be cancelled though he hopes to get back started
inJune.

Mr. Freeman gave a brief update on CPA Evolution and noted there will be a vote of
confidence at the AICPA Spring Council meeting soon. More information will follow that
meeting.

Finally, Mr. Freeman discussed his year as chair highlighting the unusual times. He professed
his pride for the profession and community.

Mr. Search spoke about the response to COVID-19 by GSCPA. He noted staff has gone virtual
and worked to offer facts about the CARES Act, SBA loans, Paycheck Protection Program,
Essential Services, and tax deadlines. Mr. Search welcomes constructive criticism and
feedback. Mr. Search discussed the previously offered Town Halls and virtual CPE sessions. He
then noted two major CPE Conferences were changed to be fully virtual and future CPE will
follow CDC guidelines.

Mr. Searched closed by acknowledging those who have lost the battle with COVID and
thanking members for joining the meeting.



VL.

VII.

VIIL.

Treasurer’s Report
Tom Harrison presented the treasurer’s report.

Currently, the overall change in net assists is negative including the investments. Excluding the
investments, we are positive. Major notes are dues, CPE, and peer review.

The members received the treasurer’s report as presented.

Ratification of the Budget
Mr. Harrison and Mr. Wilder presented the prosed budget.

The Council Members received the budget packet prior to the meeting. Mr. Harrison gave the
background on the budget process and mentioned the names of the Budget Committee.

The committee budgeted in uncertain times. The budget committee proposed a $10 dues
increase for Fellow members and a $5 dues increase for Associate members. For members
who pay dues by July 1, each will receive an 8-hour virtual conference. It was noted that
several programs and upgrades have been postponed. Staff is evaluating contracts and
preparing to go virtual with more programs. For operations, there are no salaries or
technology increases.

Mr. Freeman made a motion to ratify the budget. The floor opened for discussion through the
Q&A feature. Seeing none, he called for a vote. A poll was utilized for the vote. There were no
nays.

The budget was ratified.

Nominating Committee Report

Scott Collins, chair of the Nominating Committee, shared the report. He mentioned the names
of those who served on the committee. First, Mr. Collins presented the AICPA Council
delegate positions and noted that Kathryn Fletcher made a motion prior to the virtual meeting
to elect the AICPA Council Delegates. A vote was conducted via poll. The AICPA Council
Delegates were elected. Next, Mr. Collins directed all to the list of the Council Members-at-
Large, Board of Directors and new Chairman that was given to the Council in their meeting
packets. The Council received the Nominating Committee Report.

The Council meeting recessed for the Educational Foundation Meeting.
Educational Foundation Annual Meeting of the Members
Jodi Prevost, president of the Educational Foundation provided the report. She called the

meeting to order.

Mrs. Prevost gave a scholarship update. Scholarships ranging from $1,000-5$5,000, for a total
of $81,250, were awarded to over 60 accounting students from 11 different Georgia



universities and colleges. The Foundation awarded an additional $17,500 in scholarships
through the Chapter Matching Funds Program, and GSCPA chapters granted Georgia
universities and colleges with $2,000 in institutional support for a grand total of $100,750.

She presented the slate of directors to be voted on during the annual meeting of the
members: Jason Blair, Abriel Davis, Tabitha Jones, Marshall McComb, Clay Pilgrim, Randy
Shrum, Randall Webb. Secondly, she presented the following directors to fill one remaining
year of a 3-year term: Doug Moses and Nicole Owens. Mrs. Prevost noted that Beverly Smith
made a motion to accept the directors as presented by the Foundation Nominating
Committee. The Foundation Members voted, and the motion passed.

The following proposed officers for 2020-2021 will be voted on electronically by the
Foundation Board of Directors after the Annual Meeting of the members: Clay Pilgrim,
president; Kelly Cranford, president- elect; Abriel Davis, treasurer; Maliece Whatley, secretary.
Mrs. Prevost announced the 2020 golf tournament has been postponed due to COVID-19. She
thanked the sponsors for the support and noted a new date and more details will be

announced soon.

Mrs. Prevost closed with a reminder to donate to the Educational Foundation. She then
adjourned the annual meeting of the Educational Foundation members.

Reconvene the Council Meeting

Legislative Update
Don Cook gave an update.

Open Forum

Boyd Search announced the passing of Joe Smith and offered condolences to his family and
those employed by Smith & Howard.

Kirk Jarrett thanked James for his service during the strange times.

Art Auerbach thanked the Tax Task Force and Don Cook for the hard work.

Cecily Welch thanked The Georgia Society of CPAs for all of the hard work and expressed her
appreciation for the messages and CPE offered.

Ralph Knight asked about virtual chapter meetings. Greg Wilder noted there will be more
information to be announced soon.



Xl. Adjourn
Mr. Freeman thanked everyone for their time, and for being apart Leadership Council. The
meeting adjourned at 11:27 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

BOZA

Boyd E. Search, CAE
Chief Executive Officer/Secretary



